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Tackling domestic abuse is urgent priority, say Sutton Plan partners, as survey reveals 
public perception of the issue 
 
A major new report published today based on a survey of local residents reveals the public 
perception of domestic abuse and the urgent need to tackle it.  
 
Last year in Sutton, domestic abuse accounted for more than a third of incidents of violence 
resulting in injury (467 out of 1,242)* and Sutton had the twelfth highest number of reports of 
domestic violence per 1,000 people out of the 32 London boroughs**.  
 
The survey of 270 local residents conducted by Sutton Council in December 2017 revealed: 
 

● 96 per cent said they were familiar with the concept of domestic abuse. 
● Women were more likely to say they were familiar with domestic abuse. 
● Nearly two thirds said domestic abuse was a problem in Sutton. 
● 55 per cent said they would feel comfortable discussing concerns about domestic 

abuse with friends, 46 per cent with family, 18 per cent with neighbours. 
● 44 per cent would know where to go if they needed help from domestic abuse 

services. 
● 37 per cent would know where to go if they were concerned about their own 

behaviour. 
● Fear of making things worse was the top reason given as a barrier to seeking 

support, followed by uncertainty of what would happen to children. 
 
Many incidents of domestic abuse are not reported to police. The estimated number of 
victims is thought to be much higher than the number of incidents and crimes recorded.  
 
Domestic abuse has been identified as an urgent policy priority of The Sutton Plan, a 
partnership of 23 local public, private and voluntary organisations. The Domestic Abuse 
Transformation Programme has been launched in Sutton, with £1.25 million being invested 
over three years to improve awareness and services relating to domestic abuse, including 
early intervention and prevention, such as working with schools.  
 
The survey’s findings are now being used alongside the findings of an independent review of 
local services to improve the services Sutton provides and the support offered to address 
issues of domestic abuse over the next two years. 
 
Its aims are:  
 

● People affected by domestic abuse will feel empowered to come forward early, 
knowing there is safe and effective support in place.  

● Perpetrators will be held to account, managed effectively and supported to make 
lasting change.  



● All public services will be working together with the community to prevent domestic 
abuse from happening. 

● Domestic abuse will in the long term be significantly reduced. 
 
 
Cllr Jean Crossby, Sutton’s Anti-domestic abuse champion said, “This campaign is one that 
is very close to my heart. I know the suffering caused by domestic abuse and fully support 
any initiative that seeks to reduce this.”  
 
Notes:  
 
The Domestic Abuse Transformation Programme is a partnership involving Epsom and St 
Helier hospitals, Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust, London Fire Brigade, Metropolitan 
Police Service, Primary and Secondary School Headteachers, Community Action Sutton (on 
behalf of the voluntary sector), Sutton Clinical Commissioning Group, Sutton Council and 
Sutton Housing Partnership, working together to reduce domestic abuse in the borough.  
  
Click below for: 
Sutton domestic abuse research report 
Infographic 
Campaign website:  http://notaloneinsutton.org.uk/  
 
*Community Safety Partnership Strategic Assessment 2017-18  
 
**MOPAC – 
london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/data-and-statistics/crim
e%20/domestic-and-sexual 
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